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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1. PURPOSE

The Southeast Area Plan Architectural Style Guide (ASG) is intended to enhance the quality,
consistency, and compatibility of all building designs in the Southeast Policy Area. The ASG requires
adherence to those architectural styles that are commonly associated with California’s architectural
heritage, along with the infusion of the latest building technologies and architectural innovations.

The ASG is intended to assist with the design, processing, and implementation of projects.
Successful project designs will incorporate appropriate architectural features, materials, and
colors that complement the floor plan and that fall within the parameters of good architectural
and site design.
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2. GOALS AND APPLICABILITY OF THE ASG

The ASG's goals include:

Establishing standards and guidelines for a consistently high-level quality of development
within the Southeast Policy Area.

Encouraging distinct architectural designs that incorporate the best of contemporary and
traditional motifs, foster a unique sense of place, and build value for future generations.
Respecting the historical authenticity of the architectural styles that define California’s
architectural heritage, while adapting the styles to account for the latest building technologies
and architectural innovations.

Fostering collaboration among design teams, city staff, and decision makers.

Consistency with the ASG s required for all design review applications that involve the construction
of new buildings (or the renovation of existing buildings) within the Special Planning Area. Elk
Grove's design review application requirements and process is described in Section 23.16.080 of
the City of Elk Grove Municipal Code.



3. ORGANIZATION

The ASG presents the architectural styles by use type. A number of the styles profiled in the ASG
are appropriate for multiple land use categories. While most of the styles’ characteristics remain
constant regardless of the use, some variation does exist. Thus, it is critical that project designs
incorporate the characteristics listed in the chapter associated with the appropriate land use
category. The ASG also includes a glossary of common architectural terms.
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4. HOW THE STYLE PROFILES WORK

Each style is presented in a multiple-page profile that includes a brief introduction to the style,
lists the style’s character-defining (required) and character-enhancing (encouraged) elements, and
sketches and imagery to illustrate the architectural style and its key characteristics. Single- and
multiple-family styles are presented in 4-page profiles and office, commercial, mixed-use and light
industrial/flex space styles are presented in 2-page profiles.

Profile Layout for the Single- and Multiple-Family Architectural Styles

Introduction/
Character-Defining
Elements

Sketch of Architectural Style Showing
Character-Defining Elements

Character-
Photographic Examples of the Character-Defining Elements Enhancing

Elements

Photographic Examples of the Architectural Style

Profile Layout for Office, Commerical, Mixed-Use, and Light Industrial/Flex Architectural Styles

Introduction/

Character-Defining and Photographic Examples of the Architectural Style
Enhancing Elements




5. HISTORICAL AUTHENTICITY

The architectural styles included in the ASG represent a broad cross section of California’s
architectural heritage, especially as it pertains to the Sacramento region. The majority of styles
are associated with California’s early development or the westward migration of the styles from
the eastern and midwestern United States and/or Europe. Collectively popular from the 1880s
through the 1940s, the styles form the architectural identity of most of the State’s established
neighborhoods and commercial districts. The remaining styles are associated with more recent
architectural trends. These styles represent a departure from, or provide a reinterpretation of,
the aforementioned “historical” styles. In all instances, the styles were selected based upon their
outstanding, identifiable characteristics, their popularity during a particular era, and the important
position that they hold within the evolution of Elk Grove, the Sacramento region, and California’s
architectural identity.

To perpetuate the selected architectural style’s authenticity, and as provided in the Southeast
Policy Area SPA, building designs shall incorporate the following:

Character elements on all of the building’s facades, include those fagades facing an interior
courtyard.
Basic massing and roof designs that are appropriate to the style.

6. NEW TRADITIONAL DESIGN

New Traditional Design refers to the contemporary application of historic architectural styles,
including those that form the core of the ASG, to residential projects or commercial building
designs that resemble houses (similar to a home conversion). This requires the careful adaptation
of a selected style to account for building technologies and architectural innovations that did
not exist when the style was originally developed. To maintain the selected style’s authenticity,
all building designs shall address the following concerns which frequently arise in less faithfully
executed New Traditional Designs.
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Garage Placement

Newer residential buildings often feature garages that face the street, extend forward from the
livable portion of the building, and/or include multiple doors. In these configurations, garages
tend to overwhelm the corresponding street-facing facade, reducing the interaction between
the building and the street that defines a desirable residential streetscape and fosters a sense
of community. To better ensure the authentic application of the styles, the garage should be
relocated to the rear of the house, turned sideways, or set back from the street-facing facade of the
building’s livable space.

Window Depth and Muntins

Contemporary windows are typically constructed from materials such as vinyl, fiberglass, aluminum,
and metal, which make them appear flatter than the wooden windows that are associated
with many historic architectural styles. To alleviate this flattening effect, wooden or metal-clad
reproduction windows are encouraged.

Modern-day window sashes often rely upon tape or a shallow grid to emulate the muntins that are
associated with historic styles. Neither of these techniques produces a suitable shadow or sense of
depth. To better approximate the presence of muntins, moldings should be applied to the interior
and exterior of the window.

Porch depth

Newer residential buildings often feature porches that are too narrow to serve as a usable outdoor
space. To provide suitably deep porches that can serve as livable space as envisioned by many of
the ASG's historical styles, designs should provide adequate room to accommodate porch swings,
chairs, or chaises, and adequate space to walk past them.

Slab foundations

Contemporary residential buildings utilize slab foundations that provide few or no steps up to the
first floor. When appropriate to the historical style, designs should incorporate a raised foundation
with several steps or other design solutions that provide vertical differentiation and respond to the
historical style.



Shutters

Newer residential buildings usually feature non-operable vinyl “shell” or Styrofoam shutters that
are permanently affixed to the respective facade. To better approximate the shutters associated
with historical styles, shutters should be constructed from another appropriate material and
appropriately sized to cover the window. For styles that incorporate operable shutters, designs
should feature shutters that are attached to the window frame and secured by a shutter dog
located at the shutter’s base.

Dormers

Dormers on newer residential buildings often feature windows that are small in proportion to the
dormer, cladding to fill the excess space around the window, and pork chop returns. To better
perpetuate the historical styles that incorporate dormers, the element should include windows
that fill the entire front face of the dormer and appropriate gable roof detailing.

Wall cladding

Contemporary residential buildings often feature a greater intermixing of wall materials than their
historical counterparts, including in vertical sections. More faithful representations of historical
styles should reduce the mixing of materials and only do so in vertical sections that define the
building's stories.
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This chapter includes the following architectural styles that are appropriate for single-family
residential development in the Southeast Policy Area. The styles are listed in order of their
respective periods of greatest popularity and influence.

Italianate
Farmhouse
Folk Victorian
Craftsman
Cottage
Tudor

French Eclectic

Italian Renaissance
Mediterranean Revival
Spanish Eclectic
Monterey
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This chapter includes the following architectural styles that are appropriate for multiple-family
residential development in the Southeast Policy Area. The styles are listed in order of their
respective periods of greatest popularity and influence.

Italianate
Craftsman
Cottage
Tudor

Mediterranean Revival
Spanish Eclectic
21st Century Modern
New Classicism
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MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

G. 21st Century Modern

The Modern movement began in Europe during the early 1900s, eventually
coalescing around the International style in the 1920s. The movement stood in
stark contrast to the other popular styles of the day that were rooted in classicism,
the dominant historical trend in western architecture. Tenets of the movement
include form following function, simplicity and omission of unnecessary detail,
the visual expression of structure, the truthful use of machine-age materials, and
the incorporation of new technologies in building design and construction. The
International style arrived in the United States in the early 1930s. The International
style and the subsequent styles associated with the movement, most notably
the Contemporary and Shed styles, have enjoyed a level of popularity in the
United States ever since.

Because the Modern movement encompasses a variety of styles and is an active
movement that continues to evolve to this day, this section does not include a
strict list of character-defining elements for Modern-style buildings. Instead, the
section lists the key characteristics associated with the Modern movement. The
characteristics generally originated with the International style and have been
subsequently applied to many of the styles associated with the movement.
Therefore, for the purposes of this style guide, the City refers to the characteristics
as 21st Century Modern. The section also includes descriptions and examples of
common contemporary adaptations to the 21st Century Modern style. Rather
than simply applying these characteristics and adaptations to a project’s design,
the City encourages the project team to incorporate the elements in a creative
manner.

3-26

Key Character Elements of the 21st Century Modern Style
1. Asymmetrical

Flat roof, usually without coping at roof line

Windows set flush with outer walls

No decorative detailing at doors or windows

Large window groupings, often linear

o U W

Large expanses of windowless wall surface featuring a unified wall
cladding, usually white stucco

21st Century Modern Style Adaptations

Decoupage - This adaptation features buildings composed of one to several
orthogonal boxes. Two or more materials, such as metal, wood, concrete panels,
HardieBoard, concrete block, or brick, are applied in combination with glass.
The primary elements of the building's design are the pattern created by the
application of these materials and the three-dimensional effect of placing each
material on a different plane.

Unifying Material - This adaptation replaces the International style’s preference
for using white stucco as an almost exclusive exterior wall covering with a broad
range of innovative materials, including enhanced glass, concrete panels, wood
application techniques, polycarbonates, and metal in a variety of textures and
colors. These materials serve as a theme for the building, allowing it to blend in
or stand out from its surroundings.

Slightly Askew - This adaptation utilizes computer-aided drafting programs
and recent building technologies to shift portions of orthogonal buildings,
creating a dynamic design.
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Examples of Adaptation 2: Unifying Material
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CHAPTER 4
OFFICE, COMMERCIAL,
AND MIXED-USE
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

This chapter includes the following architectural styles that are appropriate for Office, Commercial,

and Mixed-Use development in the Southeast Policy Area.

[talianate - ArtDeco
Craftsman -+ 21st Century Modern
Neoclassical Revival - New Classicism

Spanish Eclectic

41
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OFFICE, COMMERCIAL, AND MIXED-USE ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

F. 21st Century Modern

The Modern movement began in Europe during the early 1900s, eventually
coalescing around the International style in the 1920s. The movement stood in
stark contrast to the other popular styles of the day that were rooted in classicism,
the dominant historical trend in western architecture. Tenets of the movement
include form following function, simplicity and omission of unnecessary detail,
the visual expression of structure, the truthful use of machine-age materials, and
the incorporation of new technologies in building design and construction. The
International style arrived in the United States in the early 1930s. The International
style and the subsequent styles associated with the movement, most notably
the Contemporary and Shed styles, have enjoyed a level of popularity in the
United States ever since.

Because the Modern movement encompasses a variety of styles and is an active
movement that continues to evolve to this day, this section does not include a
strict list of character-defining elements for Modern-style buildings. Instead, the
section lists the key characteristics associated with the Modern movement. The
characteristics generally originated with the International style and have been
subsequently applied to many of the styles associated with the movement.
Therefore, for the purposes of this style guide, the City refers to the characteristics
as 21st Century Modern. The section also includes descriptions and examples of
common contemporary adaptations to the 21st Century Modern style. Rather
than simply applying these characteristics and adaptations to a project’s design,
the City encourages the project team to incorporate the elements in a creative
manner.

Key Character Elements of the 21st Century Modern Style
1. Asymmetrical

Flat roof, usually without coping at roof line

Windows set flush with outer walls

No decorative detailing at doors or windows

Large window groupings, often linear

o U r W

Large expanses of windowless wall surface featuring a unified wall
cladding, usually white stucco

21st Century Modern Style Adaptations

Decoupage - This adaptation features buildings composed of one to several
orthogonal boxes. Two or more materials, such as metal, wood, concrete panels,
HardieBoard, concrete block, or brick, are applied in combination with glass.
The primary elements of the building’s design are the pattern created by the
application of these materials and the three-dimensional effect of placing each
material on a different plane.

Unifying Material - This adaptation replaces the International style’s preference
for using white stucco as an almost exclusive exterior wall covering with a broad
range of innovative materials, including enhanced glass, concrete panels, wood
application techniques, polycarbonates, and metal in a variety of textures and
colors. These materials serve as a theme for the building, allowing it to blend in
or stand out from its surroundings.

Slightly Askew - This adaptation utilizes computer-aided drafting programs
and recent building technologies to shift portions of orthogonal buildings,
creating a dynamic design.
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Examples of Adaptation 1: Decoupage
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CHAPTER 5
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL/FLEX
SPACE ARCHITECTURAL
STYLE

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

This chapter includes the following architectural style that is appropriate for Light Industrial/Flex
Space development in the Southeast Policy Area.

21st Century Modern
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F. 21st Century Modern

The Modern movement began in Europe during the early 1900s, eventually
coalescing around the International style in the 1920s. The movement stood in
stark contrast to the other popular styles of the day that were rooted in classicism,
the dominant historical trend in western architecture. Tenets of the movement
include form following function, simplicity and omission of unnecessary detail,
the visual expression of structure, the truthful use of machine-age materials, and
the incorporation of new technologies in building design and construction. The
International style arrived in the United States in the early 1930s. The International
style and the subsequent styles associated with the movement, most notably
the Contemporary and Shed styles, have enjoyed a level of popularity in the
United States ever since.

Because the Modern movement encompasses a variety of styles and is an active
movement that continues to evolve to this day, this section does not include a
strict list of character-defining elements for Modern-style buildings. Instead, the
section lists the key characteristics associated with the Modern movement. The
characteristics generally originated with the International style and have been
subsequently applied to many of the styles associated with the movement.
Therefore, for the purposes of this style guide, the City refers to the characteristics
as 21st Century Modern. The section also includes descriptions and examples of
common contemporary adaptations to the 21st Century Modern style. Rather
than simply applying these characteristics and adaptations to a project’s design,
the City encourages the project team to incorporate the elements in a creative
manner.
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Key Character Elements of the 21st Century Modern Style
1. Asymmetrical

Flat roof, usually without coping at roof line

Windows set flush with outer walls

No decorative detailing at doors or windows

Large window groupings, often linear

o U r W

Large expanses of windowless wall surface featuring a unified wall
cladding, usually white stucco

21st Century Modern Style Adaptations

Decoupage - This adaptation features buildings composed of one to several
orthogonal boxes. Two or more materials, such as metal, wood, concrete panels,
HardieBoard, concrete block, or brick, are applied in combination with glass.
The primary elements of the building’s design are the pattern created by the
application of these materials and the three-dimensional effect of placing each
material on a different plane.

Unifying Material - This adaptation replaces the International style’s preference
for using white stucco as an almost exclusive exterior wall covering with a broad
range of innovative materials, including enhanced glass, concrete panels, wood
application techniques, polycarbonates, and metal in a variety of textures and
colors. These materials serve as a theme for the building, allowing it to blend in
or stand out from its surroundings.

Slightly Askew - This adaptation utilizes computer-aided drafting programs
and recent building technologies to shift portions of orthogonal buildings,
creating a dynamic design.
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2. DEFINITIONS

Accent. A distinctive feature or quality, such as
a feature that accentuates or complements a
decorative style.

Balcony joist. One of the horizontal supporting
beams that are laid parallel to support the floor
boards of a balcony.

Balustrade. A railing consisting of a row of
balusters, or small vertical posts, supporting a rail.

Boxed eave. An eave that is enclosed by boards
and/or moldings so that the rafters are not visible.

Bracket. An ornamental support, usually of wood
or metal, which appears where the roof or balcony
edge meets the exterior wall of the building.

Cornice. Generally refers to the crowning horizontal
molding on a building. For classical architectural
styles, refers to the uppermost, projecting portion
of the entablature. The element is often decorated
with brackets, dentils, medallions, or other
ornamentation.

Crown. The trim piece, often prominent, located
above windows and doors.

Cupola. A decorative, dome-like tower on top of a
building, often square, round, or octagonal in shape.

Dormer. A structural element of a building, usually
incorporating one or more windows, that protrudes
from the plane of a sloping roof surface.

Dormer, eyebrow. A small, arched dormer that
projects only slightly from the roof.

Dormer, fully nested. A dormer that is contained
within the plane of the adjacent roof.



Dormer, gabled. A dormer with a pitched roof.

Dormer, hipped. A dormer with a roof comprising
two side-facing planes and one front-facing placing
plane that slope back as they rise.

Dormer, segmental. A dormer with an arched
roof.

Dormer, shed. A dormer with a flat roof sloping
in the same direction as the roof from which the
dormer projects.

Dormer, gable-through-cornice. A partially
nested dormer with a gabled roof.

Dormer, hipped-through-cornice. A partially
nested dormer with a hipped roof.
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Dormer, partially nested. A dormer that is located
in line with the building facade and includes a
window that extends through the adjacent roof’s
cornice line.

Eave. The lower edge of the portion of roof that
overhangs the walls of a building.

Eave overhang. The numerical measure of the
distance that the roof overhangs the walls of a
building.

Minimal (tight) eave overhang: A distance of 0 to 12
inches.

Moderate eave overhang: A distance of 12 to 24
inches.

Wide eave overhang: A distance of 24 to 30 inches.

Entablature. For classical architectural styles,
the superstructure of moldings and bands which
lie horizontally above columns, resting on their
capitals. The entablature is usually divided into
the architrave, the element immediately above the
columns, the frieze, an unmolded strip that may or
may not be ornamented, and the cornice.

Fascia. A frieze or band running horizontally and
situated vertically under a roof edge, often forming
the outer surface of a cornice.

Fluting. A decorative finish for wooden columns
or trim where parallel grooves are carved vertically
along the surface.

Gable. The part of a wall that encloses the end of
a pitched roof.



Gable end ornamentation. Any type of decorative
element on the face of a gable, such as spindle-
work, near the apex of a gable.

Half-timbering. A wall treatment of Medieval
European origins comprising wood timbers that are
in filled with plaster or masonry.

Parapet. A barrier which is an extension of the wall
at the edge of a roof, terrace, balcony, walkway, or
other structure.

Pilaster. A slightly projecting column built into or
applied to the face of a wall, giving the illusion of a
real freestanding support column.

CHAPTER 6
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Quadrafoil. A decorative element consisting of a
symmetrical shape which forms the overall outline
of four partially overlapping circles of the same
diameter.

Quion. One of a series of decorative rectangles or
squares of stone, brick, wood, or concrete, placed
at the corners of buildings to add architectural
interest.

Rafter tail. The portion of the rafter that projects
beyond the exterior wall of a building. When
exposed, not enclosed by a boxed eave or fascia,
the element can be used for ornamentation.

Reeding. A form of molding, often placed on
columns, wherein a series of vertical convex ridges
are carved into a surface.

Roof, catslide A steeply pitched gabled roof
element with one side extending close to the
ground. This side typically flares outward.
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Roof, center gable. A roof comprising a primary
side-gabled or hipped roof element with a
secondary front-gabled roof element centered
along the front of the primary element.

Roof, cross-gabled. A roof comprising of two or
more gabled roof elements that are perpendicularly
oriented, forming a T for the simplest configuration,
or any number of more complex forms.

Roof, front-gabled. A roof comprising a single
pitched element with front- and rear-facing gables.

Roof, gable front and wing. A roof comprising a
front-gabled roof element and a side-gabled roof
element, forming an L-shaped configuration.

Roof, hip-on-gable. A roof with a gable end that
is hipped, or clipped back at the top, forming a
truncated gable on the wall below.

Roof, hipped. A roof composed of sloping sides
that meet at a ridge at the center of the roof. In its
simplist configuration as a rectangular-shaped roof,
the two long sides are trapezoidal in shape and the
two short sides are triangular.



Roof, hipped with tower. A hipped roof that
features a tower element that extends above the
roof's cornice or fascia.

Roof pitch. The numerical measure of the
steepness of a roof; the vertical rise divided by the
horizontal run.

Low Roof Pitch: A slope ratio ranging from 1:12 to
4:12.

Moderate Roof Pitch: A slope ratio ranging from
4:1210 9:12.

Steep Roof Pitch: A slope ratio above 9:12.

Roof, side-gabled. A roof comprising a single
pitched element with side-facing gables.

Shutters. Pairs of solid or slatted window coverings,
traditionally hinged to the exterior of a building to
either side of a window, used to block light or wind
from the interior of a building.

Trim. The finish materials to a building, such
as moldings applied around window and door
openings.

Trim band. A continuous horizontal molding or
fascia around a building or opening, or on a wall
that provides a division.

Truss in gable. An exposed truss in a gable roof
used as a decorative element.

Wall cladding, board and batten. A wooden
siding treatment in which wide, vertically oriented
boards are separated by narrower strips of wood
called battens, which form the joints between the
boards.

Wall cladding, clapboard. A wooden siding
treatment composed of boards, thinner at one edge
than the other, applied horizontally in overlapping
rows.
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Wall cladding, shingle or shake. A wooden siding
treatment composed of small, thin rectangular
boards, thinner at one edge than the other, applied
horizontally in overlapping rows. Shingles have a
smooth and precise appearance, while shakes have
a rough, irregular texture.

Window, casement. A window attached to its
frame by one or more side hinges.

Window, double-hung. A window having two
sashes that slide up and down.

Window, parabolic focal. A window shaped like a
parabolic arch.

Window, pedimented. A window with a
decorative triangular element above it, often made
of plaster, wood, or stone.

Window, ribbon. A series of windows set side by
side to form a continuous band horizontally across
a facade.

















