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History 

In 1850, Elk Grove was established as a hotel stop and a stop for the stage. It is located about 15 

miles south of historic Sutter‘s Fort and thus became a crossroads for business, entertainment, 

mail service and agriculture, and acted as home base for gold miners in nearby communities. After 

it played its part in the early gold rush and statehood history in California, a close-knit community 

evolved with a distinctly rural and western lifestyle. 

 

Despite its close proximity to California‘s capital city, Elk Grove remained quietly independent of 

Sacramento‘s growth and development as it expanded into adjoining countrywide areas until the 

1980‘s. Today, Elk Grove had its start in agriculture and it is still a big part of the area‘s economy 

today, with vineyards, dairy and cattle and row crops; but, now, there is also high technology, 

professional service, commercial and retail enterprises. 

 

Our community is located in the southern portion of Sacramento County and is halfway between 

Sacramento and Stockton, straddling Highway 99. It is within easy driving distance from both the 

Bay Area and Sierra Mountain resorts. 

 

Climate 

Elk Grove‘s climate varies from low temperatures of 24 to 44 degrees to highs of 80 to 110 

degrees. Average annual rainfall is 22 inches per year falling primarily from October through April. 

Elevation is 45 feet. 

 

Type of Government 

The City of Elk Grove incorporated on July 1, 2000. We are a general law city and operate on the 

Manager-City Council type of governance. Elk Grove is in the 3rd and 5th Congressional Districts, 

the 10th and 15th State Assembly Districts, and the 1st and 5th State Senate Districts. 

 

The current office holders and their term expirations are as follows: 

 

 Name/Office  Term Expiration 

 

Patrick Hume, Mayor     2010   

Gary Davis, Councilmember    2010 

James Cooper, Councilmember    2012 

Steve Detrick, Councilmember    2012 

Sophia Scherman, Vice-Mayor    2012     
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One of the most important resources of Elk Grove is its rich educational environment. The Elk 

Grove Unified School District (EGUSD) alone boasts a reputation for being one of the best districts 

in the state! EGUSD students regularly score above the state average as a whole. Local institutions 

of higher learning offer programs for most undergraduate and graduate degrees, and several cater 

directly to the business community. This is reflected in our city, which offers a well-educated 

community and labor force. 

 

The City of Elk Grove is within the Elk Grove Unified School District (EGUSD), one of the fastest 

growing school districts in the country and the 8th largest in California. The entire EGUSD includes 

320 square miles, or about one third of Sacramento County. Notably, Elk Grove is projected to 

experience a greater growth in its student population over the next 25 years than any other city in 

Sacramento County. 

 

Cosumnes River Community College is near the City‘s northern boundary, and California State 

University, Sacramento is just a short drive away in the City of Sacramento. 

 

Primary, Secondary and Higher Education in the Region: 

 Elk Grove Unified School District  

 Los Rios Community Colleges  

 California State University, Sacramento  

 UC Davis, UC Davis Extension  

 National University  

 University of San Francisco  

 University of Southern California  

 Golden Gate University  

 University of Phoenix  

 Chapman University  

 St. Mary‘s College  

 McGeorge School of Law  

 DeVry University Center  

 

Vocational Training  

 Heald Business College  

 MTI College of Business Technology 

 

Airport 

The Sacramento International Airport is located approximately 26 miles north of Elk Grove off I-5 

and provides the major carrier airlines. 

 

http://www.egusd.k12.ca.us/
http://www.egusd.k12.ca.us/
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Attractions 

Local attractions include: 

 Laguna Creek Parkway, a 13-mile waterway featuring wetlands, open space, walking and riding 

trails, fishing and bird watching. 

 Stone Lakes Refuge is on the western edge of Elk Grove, a narrow stretch of floodplain, was 

recently dedicated as a National Wildlife Refuge comprised of 3,000 acres along the Pacific 

Flyway. 

 Cosumnes River Preserve is on the southern edge of Elk Grove, a riparian habitat running along 

the Cosumnes River. 

 

Churches 

More than 50 churches in the greater Elk Grove area provide worship services for many faiths. 

 

Hospitals 

Elk Grove residents have the best medical providers located in their community. A full range of 

physicians, including many specialists, have active practices in 

the area.  

 

Additionally, the city is serviced locally by the following medical facilities: 

 Kaiser Permanente Hospital  

 Methodist Hospital/Mercy Healthcare  

 Sutter Health Systems  

 UC Davis Medical Center  

 

Hotels 

Local hotels that are easily accessible are the Holiday Inn, located at Hwy 99 and Laguna 

Boulevard. Comfort Inn Suites and the Marriott Extended Stay located off Hwy 5 at Elk Grove 

Boulevard .and soon-to-open will be the Hilton Garden Inn. 

 

Housing 

Housing available in the Elk Grove area ranges from the low $300,000s for new, entry-level homes 

and can go to the $600,000+ price range for executive homes. 

 

Newspapers 

The local newspaper is the Elk Grove Citizen/Herburger Publication that is published twice weekly.  

 

Recreation 

 Golf Courses: Emerald Lakes Golf Center and Valley Hi Country Club and a number of driving 

ranges provide area golfers with facilities to meet their needs. 

 Health Clubs: There are three main health clubs that serve the Elk Grove area: California 

Family Fitness, 24 Hour Fitness and Laguna Creek Racquet Club. These clubs offer full facilities 

for swimming, indoor basketball court, weight training, racquetball, tennis and aerobics. 

http://www.egcitizen.com/
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 Parks: Elk Grove has close to 50 parks, totaling more than 140 acres of lush landscaping and 

recreational amenities. This includes picnic areas, softball fields, a skate park and swim center. 

 Theaters: The two main theater complexes are Century 16 and United Artists and Laguna 

Village. 

 

Restaurants 

There are over 70 local restaurants that serve food varying from American, Mexican, Chinese, 

Japanese, Thai, to Italian. 

 

Senior Center 

The Elk Grove Senior Center provides classes, trips, game night, yoga, bingo, estate planning, 

AARP classes and tax preparation assistance. Lunches are served during the week for a nominal 

cost. 

 

Service Clubs 

Service clubs in Elk Grove are: American Legion, Bahai, Elks Lodge, Chamber of Commerce, 

Knights of Columbus, Masonic, Odd Fellows & Rebekahs, Civic League, Kiwanis, Lions, Native 

Daughters of the Golden West, Optimist, Rotary, Soroptimist and Moose. 

 

Shopping 

There are several shopping centers located within Elk Grove, which provide some of the more 

popular chain stores. Old Town Elk Grove provides a unique collection of historical buildings, 

antique shops and small businesses. 

 

For shopping nearby, we have several large retail malls within the Elk Grove area. There is also a 

proposed plan to create a regional mall "The Elk Grove Promenade", which will be 1.2 million 

square feet, and surrounding satellite retail of about 1.8 million square feet. 

 

Transportation 

Elk Grove has convenient access to two major highways—Interstate 5 and Highway 99, providing 

easy access to highway transportation routes. 

Rail transportation is also available in Sacramento, 15 miles north of Elk Grove. Public 

transportation is provided by e-tran, the City‘s first in the nation 100% hybrid electric commuter 

bus fleet. 

 

Youth Organizations 

Youth organizations in Elk Grove are: 4-H, Camp Fire, Teen Center, Future Farmers of America and 

Scouts. 

http://www.elkgroveca.com/
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Year Population 
(1)

County 

Population 
(1)

Personal Income 

Per Capita 

Personal 

Income 
(2)

Public School 

Enrollment 
(3)

Median

Age
(4)

Unemployment

 Rate 
(5)

2001 81,400 1,223,499       2,508,178,200$       30,813$           47,736             34.65 3.30%

2002 81,400 1,279,903       2,524,214,000         31,010             49,970             34.65 4.20%

2003 85,786 1,309,600       2,730,482,594         31,829             52,418             34.65 4.60%

2004 109,116 1,335,400       3,637,709,208         33,338             55,613             34.65 4.30%

2005 121,609 1,369,855       4,232,601,245         34,805             58,670             33.70 3.70%

2006 130,874 1,385,607       4,878,590,098         37,277             60,735             33.70 3.60%

2007 136,318 1,406,804       5,054,398,804         37,078             61,881             32.30 4.30%

2008 139,542 1,424,415       Not available Not available 62,294             32.00 6.20%

Note: The City incorporated July 1, 2000 and ten years of data are not yet available.

Sources:
(1)

 California Department of Finance

(2)
 Bureau of Economic Analysis - Sacramento Area

(3)
 California Department of Education

(4)
 U.S. Census Bureau, American FactFinder, 2005 American Community Survey

(5) 
www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov

CITY OF ELK GROVE, CALIFORNIA

Demographic and Economic Statistics

Last Eight Fiscal Years

 



 

 

 
 

Function/Program 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

City Council 5 5 5 5 5

City Manager 7 11 5 4 3

City Attorney 2 2 2 3 4

Administrative Services 1 2 2 2 2

City Clerk 6 3 5 5 4

Community Development (Admin) 0 3 5 4 3

Economic Development 11 1 0 0 0

Finance 2 11 19 17 17

Code Enforcement - Community Development 0 3 4 5 7

Animal Services 0 0 3 4 5

Neighborhood Development - Community Services 0 0 4 0 3

Human Resources 1 2 5 4 4

Police Department 1 0 139 190 192

Public Works 0 0 0 0 0

Utilities 2 5 4 4 4

Solid Waste 1 2 1 2 2

Transit 1 1 1 1 2

Risk Management 1 1 1 3 3

Information Technology 1 2 2 0 0

Communications 0 0 3 3 1

Total employees 42 54 210 256 261

Source:  Payroll department, City of Elk Grove

Note:    The City contracts for public works, planning, building, trash hauling and transit departments as well as key 

                positions in other departments.

Full-time Equivalent Employees

1
7
1

CITY OF ELK GROVE

Government Employment Information

Last Five  Fiscal Years



 

 

 
 

Function/Program 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

General Government

Residential Building Permits Issued 1122 1678 3401 4666 3603 1137 675 427

Commercial Building Permits Issued 30 28 43 90 95 71 54 40

Refuse Collection

Total Tons Disposed* N/A 86,558         109,077        122,637         137,353        83,933             122,000     N/A

Total Tons Diverted* N/A 93,771         200,145        250,280         280,312        45,194             99,800       N/A

Transit

Total Route Miles 269,815     379,647       392,110        495,590         611,275        1,229,282        1,086,761  1,361,695   

Total Passengers N/A N/A N/A N/A 475,749        714,633           976,909     1,181,474   

Police

Calls for service N/A N/A 16,333          19,494           23,372          25,013             60,566       98,470        

Average Emergency Response Time N/A N/A 6.8                9.8                 7.4                5.5                   7.7 5.1

Clearance Rate of all Part I Crimes N/A N/A 47% 34% 54% 67% 27% 20%

Utility Billing

Residential Customers N/A N/A N/A N/A 39,452          44,155             44,182 46,075        

Community Enhancement

Calls for Service 170            504              938               1,750             2,192            2,421               2,412         2,858          

Average Emergency Response Time 24 Hours 24 Hours 24 Hours 24 Hours 24 Hours 24 Hours 24 Hours 24 Hours

Number of Inspectors 1                1                  2                   2                    2                   3                      5                6                 

Average Number of Cases Per Inspector 170            504              469               875                731               774                  482            476             

Note:       The City incorporated July 1, 2000.

Source:  City of Elk Grove

* Based on calendar year

N/A - Data not available
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CITY OF ELK GROVE

Operating Indicators by Function/Program

Last Eight Fiscal Years



 

 

 
 

Function/Program 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Public Safety

Police:

Stations 1                1                1                1                1                1                1                1                

Patrol units 29              38              48              72              52              84              70              76              

Highways and Streets

Streets (miles) N/A N/A 315            435            456            470            480            517            

Streetlights 3,500         3,500         7,787         8,724         9,602         9,966         10,714       11,148       

Traffic signals N/A N/A 62              109            109            109            114            114            

Traffic signs N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,463         

Bridges N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 26              

Sidewalk (miles) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 993            

Drainage

Manholes N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 7,736         

Feet of pipe N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 21,382       

Storm drain inlets N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 13,194       

The City incorporated in July 2000.   City has limited services as the County of Sacramento and the Community Services District is

 responsible for other services.  The City began services for the police and street lights in the 2005-06 fiscal year.

  Numbers reflected are from County and City records.

Source: Departments within the City of Elk Grove

N/A  - Data not available

CITY OF ELK GROVE

1
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Capital Asset and Infrastructure Statistics by Function/Program

Last Eight Fiscal Years



 

 

 
 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Assessed value
 (1)

4,947,747,431$       4,922,344,044$          5,742,533,067$         6,698,732,651$         10,123,280,409$      12,758,015,228$      16,044,275,767$      17,720,724,360$ 

Less:  Exemptions
 (1)

(451,810,830)         (120,233,400)            (130,662,000)          (137,059,630)          (175,898,800)          (189,484,400)          (179,794,966)          (234,786,725)     

4,495,936,601        4,802,110,644           5,611,871,067         6,561,673,021         9,947,381,609        12,568,530,828       15,864,480,801       17,485,937,635  

Legal debt margin

Debt Limit (15% of Assessed Value) Not Available 720,316,597             841,780,660            984,250,953            1,492,107,241        1,885,279,624        2,379,672,120        2,622,890,645    

Debt applicable to limit:

Total Bonded Debt (including Special 

Assessment Bonds) -                       -                          -                        -                        -                       -                       -                       18,585,000        

Less:

Special Assessment Bonds -                       -                          -                        -                        -                       -                       -                       -                   

Tax Allocation Bonds -                       -                          -                        -                        -                       -                       -                       -                   

Total Amount of Debt Applicable to 

Debt Limit -                       -                          -                        -                        -                       -                       -                       18,585,000        

Legal Debt Margin -$                     720,316,597$             841,780,660$           984,250,953$           1,492,107,241$        1,885,279,624$        2,379,672,120$        2,604,305,645$   

Total debt applicable to limit as a 

percentage of debt limit 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.71%

Source:
 (1) 

 HdL from the Sacramento County Assessor 2001/02-2007/08 Combined Tax Rolls

1
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CITY OF ELK GROVE, CALIFORNIA

Legal Debt Margin

For the Last Eight Years Ended June 30,
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Fiscal Yr Fiscal Yr Fiscal Yr Fiscal Yr

2007 2008 2009 2010

Population factor 1.0790          1.0383           1.0244              1.0172              

Non Residential New Construction

Per Capita Change 1.0396          1.0442           1.0429              1.0062              

   Adjustment Factor 1.1217          1.0842           1.0683              1.0235              

Gann Limit 56,257,282$  60,993,744$   65,162,469$      66,694,219$      

Proceeds of Taxes 47,378,291$  48,982,354$   50,109,000$      40,645,000$      

Exclusions (8,170,903)$   (8,196,571)$   (10,270,904)$     (6,348,500)$       

Appropriations Subject to Limitation 39,207,388$  40,785,783$   39,838,096$      34,296,500$      

Amount Under the Limit 17,049,894$  20,207,961$   25,324,373$      32,397,719$      

Gann Limit Calculation
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